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Child-centeredness in Childhood Study: Methodology and Methods
WANG Haiying

Abstract; As an axiom governing educational practice and research, the principle of child-centered-
ness has undergone the epistemological evolution from “adult-centeredness” to “children being put in
the center” to “children being sometimes in the center” to “children being the center”. Correspond-
ingly, the research methodology has also experienced changes from “research on children” to
“research with children” to “participatory children research”. At the macro level, the development of
child-centeredness in both methodology and methods is manifested in the following three changes:
demographic studies have changed from taking “family as analysis unit” to having “children as analy-
sis unit” ; in large-scale survey, the role played by the children has changed from “data provider” to
“data collector” ; and in historical analysis, the focus has shifted from “history of childhood” to “new
history of childhood”. At the micro level, child-centeredness in both methodology and methods is
manifested in the rise of child-centered interview, children ethnography and participatory children
research. In the future, the philosophy of child-centeredness should be improved by making reflection
and transcendence on the basis of “participatory objectification” and “interpretative reproduction”.
Keywords : child-centeredness ; methodology ; method ; new sociology of childhood; participatory chil-
dren research
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