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How to Hear the Cultural Heavenly Sound of Lunli

FAN Hao

Abstract ; Every nation has its basic discourses that carry its own code of life. Against the background
of civilization dialogue coexisting with civilization conflict, perhaps no academic effort is more
important and urgent than listening to and understanding these basic discourses. Lunli /&3 (which is
usually mistakenly regarded as the Chinese equivalent of ethic) is one of the most important basic dis-
courses of Chinese culture. In order to hear the cultural heavenly sound of lunli, human beings must
evolve a “big ear” which is as powerful as being able to detect Einstein’s gravitational waves and by
which we can hear the cultural heavenly sounds from the civilizations at the local, global, traditional,
and modern dimensions. To be specific, it is necessary to philosophically examine or answer the
following three questions: What is the supreme concept cherished by the Chinese culture? Is lunli
equivalent to ethics? Is lunli a type of ideology or a form of culture and civilization? The answer to the
first question is that the supreme concept of the Chinese culture includes not only dao i (literally the
way ) discussed by Jin Yuelin but also lun /& (approximately the human order) ;: dao and lun are two
chromosomes of the cell of Chinese culture. As for the second question, lunli is not a notion equivalent
to ethic: whether ethic is used to interpret lunli or lunli is regarded as equivalent to ethic, an inevita-
ble consequence is that much information is missing and the values embodied in the concept of lunli is
alienated. The answer to the third question is that lunli is not only a form of ideology but a form of
culture and civilization as well, hence the so-called lunli-based form of culture or a lunli-based civili-
zation of a nation cherishing rites and justice. Only in the four-dimensional coordinates constituted by
knowledge archaeology and semantic analysis, cultural choices, major events influencing the develop-
ment of a civilization, and major national festivals can we hear the cultural heavenly sounds of lunli.
Keywords :[unli; cultural heavenly sound; supreme concept; ethic; form of civilization
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