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@T. D. Snyder( ed. ) ,120 Years of American Education:A Statistical Portrait , Washington, DC ;US Dept. of Education , Office of Ed-

ucational Research and Improvement, National Center for Education Statistics,1993 ,p. 28.
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DU. S. Bureau of the Census , Historical Statistics of the United States , Colonial Times to 1970 , Bicentennial Edition ,Part 1, Washing-
ton,DC; US Government Printing Office,1975,p. 361.

@L. Cuban, How Teachers Taught: Constancy and Change in American Classrooms,1880—1990 (2nd ed. ) , New York: Teachers
College Press, 1993 ,pp.30,122.

@L. Cuban , How Teachers Taught ; Constancy and Change in American Classrooms,p.98.

@#% W, E. P. Cubberley, School Organization and Administration, Yonkers-on-Hudson, NY ; World Book Company, 1916, p. 49;
G. D. Strayer, Some Problems in City School Administration ,Yonkers-on-Hudson,NY ; World Book Company,1916,p. 94.

047



(Z U HF LRI SRS W (R S EE A m) FRRRE ., SR, 85
SO 5 = 7 AR RRE T U5 0T B RAREATE LB B, A 25 T SR8 25 22 A it i 1 458 i BE 9 K/ )
73X — o5 B R IAE XS AR P2 X 37 2 B B PR L o
TE 19 20K, S SR 2 b 22 A S50t 42, 36 1 4% R DXl Pk 1 v 2 5 KA B 25 43 2 ik
S, BB X A R AR AR IR S E e AR A AR MEA R AL A UE . il an, TRt
[ 2240 2 (North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, LT fi Fk 1 46 3 B
237 AT 8 E L ER 18 AN i i A5 s 48 R AL HE AT UUE , 76 T 2 D UE AR o B AE AE A D L
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T HH BEFH R - R 5E(David Tyack) Frifi iy« 4 BEIEAD 3= L7 (administrative progressives ) Xf
“PHAAEHL” (scientific management ) 152 R RCRAGIE K, WK B T #OE WHFE# 5 24 R8BS 2 ] B}
SRR T k@

TE 25 5 5 P SE R8T R W TS BE GO S e ROR S R 2 R DM 7 R 24 20 W5 ) ( Bu-
reau of Educational Research, University of Illinois) TS5 51 {f£ % - R. &2 & SC#% (Paul R. Stevenson)
1920 4%, 508 SCRRIT AR AEZ INAF T A LA R GETT RS, 2 a5 1 405 2= 5123 ( Board of Education)
IR FEARAE T B A AN A SCRE ® FEWFIE TR IR Z B, 22 JIHF 2 ST /N i i UL BRSO AR J2: 45—49
N PR — A 30—34 A @ s ORI LB B RO R TR B BRI T S T
B ARGL  TUARRI-C AR R 27 A AT 2 A TR S 2 04 32 8 T, (88 BIE 2 A 8 ) 23 A b T A
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DC. 0. Davis, “The North Central Association” , The School Review,Vol.29,No.6,1921,pp. 444 —450.

@D. Tyack, The One Best System:A History of American Urban Education ,Cambridge ,MA : Harvard University Press,1974,p. 128;
R. E. Callahan , Education and the Cult of Efficiency ,Chicago; University of Chicago Press, 1962, pp. 232 —240.

@P. R. Stevenson , Smaller Classes or Larger:A Study of the Relation of Class-Size to the Efficiency of Teaching ,pp.7 —8.

@P. R. Stevenson , Smaller Classes or Larger:A Study of the Relation of Class-Size to the Efficiency of Teaching ,pp.26 —28.
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ABET S AT B/ NPER A PE AL B e 3. (B TEIB AT, IX S BF 57 20 20 rp i LR B A0 A
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1922 4 fR% -« S SCRAFIRZ MR 37 K 5 (the Ohio State University ) TAF. 78 4, 2
PHSL P2 55 7R B R LT A 27 R0 78 0 ) S8 JELA R LR ) 2803 7 L g 0 B 0 B, JE LA 6
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AN IR T A A s SORR B T T L ki R AT BRSO S R E S, A A WIS AE £ T 1920—
1921 4E 2B WFFE A HEA LR @ oA, 0 7 SCRR I AR Z AR N LAST i — B3 T 35 i T A A, 18
HARBTTE AP R R BEGIBEY R A S, BIFERRE AR, AR B 2 /DA & S EHARCR T 1,
A BUAEARAFE S R R 45 BT (R B B0 0% 7 S v AR 2 48 A AR Rid @ X — 47
HC R AL B U 2 S AN BILAG (A TEAR M . N3, s SCRRAE 1927 ARGEIR L, O M 3L K2 1Y
FHSRHIETE— BEAL THEAE0IRAS o (R 22 56 T BEGLMUS A AT 7 7 Ho At st X 7 2R3

X — A IR MU TS T0IE AR N2 i B, KR L AT I A E TAR 2, BEGL
BRSO B R RCT- HUR . S 2R S8 32 3T 2 A B W, LA, AR 2 AR 2R~ B Wt
L e VAR HAm IR )5 T — S0 S R SRR IR A ——" R T HRUBE B 5 2 4B 9 5 2 )
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(DP. R. Stevenson , Smaller Classes or Larger:A Study of the Relation of Class-Size to the Efficiency of Teaching ,p.69.

@P. R. Stevenson , Smaller Classes or Larger:A Study of the Relation of Class-Size to the Efficiency of Teaching ,p. 111 ,p.123.

@Bureau of Educational Research, “Program of the Bureau of Educational Research :Class-Size and the Efficiency in Instruction” ,
Educational Research Bulletin,Vol. 1,No. 19,1922 pp. 193 —195.

@B. R. Buckingham, “ A Progress Report on a Few Selected Projects” , Educational Research Bulletin, Vol. 4, No. 11,1925,
pp- 226 -227.

®E. J. A.,“Paul Raymond Stevenson,1885—1927" | Journal of Educational Research ,Vol.15,No.2,1927 ,p.135.

©Bureau of Educational Research,“On the Firing Line” , Educational Research Bulletin ,Vol.3 ,No.4,1924 pp.84 —87.
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I AR T AF 2 O SR 2 0, L SCRME iR BB A3 o B A0 s 3 5C
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SFIAEHUAL 9 BEGAUAE BR 1 2 ANl I AE A R G e X —BUE o Biln, 200 -aF (9 22 v 2 84
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2 IHE T MR S, VAR T REAE I3 W B 1735 57 55 8 7 % b AL R bl 2 HUE (9 47k o
I, AR AR BE AR P G TR Bk B AR MO S8 T B A T A0 24 1 T AL B 2 6 B
JIe AR B B 2 O , oI IO B - - FRATIN O T IR ARAS B b B3 2, /N B BEG AU, B3 AF IR 2% 1
1075334 364z " O BRACZE ATHRAAF I AYE? PR L, 57 REAE 1924 AR 20 RIS 2 < AR
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(DW. MacAndrew , Annual Report of the Superintendent of Schools,1925—1926 , Chicago ; Board of Education,1926,p.75.

@F. J. Prout, “ Economies to be Effected by the Reorganization of the Teaching Load in the High School” , Proceedings of the Fourth
Annual Ohio State Educational Conference ,Columbus, OH ;Ohio State University, 1924 ,p. 142.

@F. J. Prout, “ Economies to be Effected by the Reorganization of the Teaching Load in the High School” ,pp. 144 - 145.

@% W, W. McAndrew , “ Pedagogues and Politics” , Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Ohio State Educational Conference ,Columbus,
OH : Ohio State University, 1924, pp. 86 —95.

(®W. MacAndrew , Annual Report of the Superintendent of Schools,1925—1926,p.55.
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School Efficiency, Teachers’ Rights, and the Struggles for Class Size Reform .

A Prehistory of Class Size Reduction in the US in the 20th Century

WANG Huimin

Abstract; The article examines multiple forces that shaped class sizes in US schools prior to the late-
20th-century class size reduction reform by zooming in on two historical events. In the 1920s, city su-
perintendents who embraced the ethos of efficiency, used “scientific evidence” on the insignificant
effects of class sizes to raise size limits and solve economic exigency. In the 1960s, distressed teachers
started to unionize, strike and fight for collective bargaining rights, who successfully had class size
limits written into their contracts. A review of these historical moments reveals the complex struggles
over power and interests in the history of U. S. schooling, helping us further understand the various
conflicts faced by past and present efforts towards class size reduction reforms.

Keywords : class size; scientific management; school efficiency; teacher union; collective bargaining
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