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Between Immortal and Human Beings: The Shaping and

Changing of the Image of Taoyuan in the Jin and Tang Dynasties
WU Xiaping

Abstract ; Belonging to the literary category of zazhuan Z%{% ( miscellaneous legends) , Tao Yuanming’s
Taohua Yuan Ji BkIEPRIC ( Peach Blossom Spring ) was the basis for the generation of the image of
Taoyuan kIR ( peach blossom spring) in later generations. At the beginning of the Tang Dynasty,
Taoyuan was mainly taken as a place of secluded beauty and a place of retreat. Wang Wei’s Taoyuan
Xing BkUE4T (A Journey to Peach Blossom Spring) was the first poem which made Taoyuan as part of
its title, and later Liu Yuxi, Han Yu and others also created works on this topic. The narratives of
these poems were slightly different, but on the whole they all centered on the life and stories of immortals.
During the Dali Reign(766 —779) , the child Taoist monk at the Taoist temple named Taohua Guan
(Peach Blossom Taoist Temple ) in Wuling rose to immortality in broad daylight, and then the fairy
tales in the poem merged with the Taoist stories to form a genre of Taoyuan stories of immortals.
Wuling JisX Bz ic ( Records of Wuling ) and Wuling Tujing X2 K14 ( Map Guides of Wuling ) as topo-
graphical records describe Taoyuan more objectively and rationally, but they also have different char-
acteristics. The pictorial Taoyuan maps are imagery expressions of Taoyuan, and to be exact are the
imagery reproduction of the texts of the poems, so they are mainly based on the stories of immortals.
From the examples of Liu Yuxi and Han Yu, we can see that although there are differences between
the Taoyuans in literary geography and those in historical geography, they are often unified in the mind
of the poets. Based on this, it is possible to dig deeper into the significance of doing geographical
criticism of Taoyuan in terms of the space and sphere created by the different types of works, and to
deeply understand the complex relationship between literature and history.

Keywords ; Taoyuan ; Wuling; literary geography; historical geography; geographical criticism
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