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International Rule Co-ordination and Agricultural Trade Deficits .

Agricultural Security in a New “Double-Cycle” Development Landscape

WANG Jun

Abstract ; This paper discusses the impact of international rule co-ordination on Chinese agricultural
trade deficit and agricultural security, based on the typical fact that the external cycle of agriculture is
“unbalanced” and the internal and external cycles are “out of balance”. The empirical test uses product-
level data between China and FTA partner countries. The results show that the international rule co-
ordination can significantly contribute to an improvement in Chinese agricultural trade, and that a
moderating effect of agricultural productivity is also present. There is heterogeneity across the three
dimensions of rules, products and countries in terms of the impact of international rule co-ordination on
net agricultural trade. In particular, three representative international rules, such as rules of origin,
SPS rules and environmental protection rules, do not all improve the agricultural trade deficit. Based
on this, the paper puts forward some policy suggestions, such as improving China’s right to speak in
the formulation of global trade rules, building a rule system characterized by “regional unification”
and “appropriate standard” , and improving agricultural productivity.

Keywords : international rules co-ordination; free trade agreements; agricultural trade deficit; agricul-
tural security
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