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On Natural Right as Political Rhetoric

LIU Lianjun

Abstract ; Natural right is a kind of moral right rather than a legal right. It is a political theory directed
against the divine right of kings. According to the theory of natural right, the political community is
formed by the people signing a contract with the state, so the ruling power of the state and the monarch
comes from the rights transferred from the people rather than the grant of God. The purpose of people
signing contract and handing over part of their rights is to enable the political community to protect
their original freedom and equality. Therefore, it is the core connotation of the theory of natural right
to protect the freedom and equality of each individual and make him a human being. As a political
rhetoric against the divine right of kings, advocating social contract and defending freedom and equali-
ty, the theory of natural right is not out of date; it is still a source of thought to promote the cause of
protecting human rights.

Keywords : natural right; freedom and equality; divine right of kings; social contract
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