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Ideological Criticism and Its Value to Film Studies

CHEN Jide

Abstract ; The so-called ideological criticism refers to decoding and analyzing the ideology behind a cer-
tain thing, thereby uncovering its hidden power structure and interests. According to its target, ideolog-
ical criticism can be divided into general ideological criticism and aesthetic ideological criticism. Ideo-
logical criticism of films belongs to the aesthetic ideological criticism. Western film ideological criticism
began in France in the late 1960s and was mainly deconstructive in theoretical orientation. After the
1990s, it gradually became a cultural criticism in a broad sense. The ideological criticism of films in
China began in the mid-to-late 1980s and was both deconstructive and constructive. It descended into a
trough in the 1990s and has begun to rise above it since the beginning of the new century. Ideological
criticism has promoted the modern transformation of film theory and opened a new perspective for film
criticism. It helps people to vividly understand society, comprehend history and perceive life. Although
it has certain flaws, as a method of criticism, ideological criticism of films is eternally vital and alive.
Keywords :ideological criticism of films; concept; development; value
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