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Beyond “Reproduction” : The Practice of Education Equity in Schools

GAO Shuihong

Abstract ; Viewing school education as a key process of producing social inequality is an important con-
tribution made by the theory of reproduction. Through sorting out the reproduction mechanism of the
school , this paper examines the problems and limits of school education as a reproduction process, and
explores the possibility of transcending the reproduction based on school education. We argue that it is
necessary to shift our focus from “For whom the school education is done?” to “For what purposes the
school education is done?” and to reintroduce the schools, teachers, and courses into the discussion of
the relationship between education and society. In this way, it is possible to make school education
become a feasible approach for the students to break the constraints of the social stratum structure,
combat social inequality, and surpass the curse of reproduction of inequality.
Keywords : reproduction ; educational equity; educational process
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