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Parents’ Social Background, Educational Values and Their

Educational Aspirations for Children

YU Xijulan

Abstract ; Parents’ educational aspirations for their children are crucial for the children’s educational
attainment. Since the issues of what factors influence parents’ aspirations and in particular of what role
is played by cultural factors are inadequately investigated , this study explores how parents’ social back-
ground and educational values affect their educational aspirations for their children. First, we use the
qualitative method to develop the dimensions of the concept of parents’ educational values, and then
use the quantitative method to measure the educational values and analyze how parents’ social back-
ground and educational values affect their educational aspirations for their children. The results show
that; (1) Parents’ aspirations for their children’s going to university and prestigious universities are gen-
erally high, and parents’ social background and educational values affect their educational aspirations.
(2) Parents’ education level constitutes the main social background factor affecting their educational as-
pirations. (3) Parents generally emphasize education and its values, and the social background of the
parents has little influence on their educational values, but there is a general trend that parents with
more disadvantaged social background pay more attention to the value of education. This shows that al-
though the parents’ social background limits their educational aspirations, educational values which are
not limited by social background may explain high educational aspirations held by the parents at lower
levels of social class.

Keywords : parents’ educational aspirations; social background; educational values
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