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Factors Leading to No Schooling of Children with
Disabilities and Possible Solutions: From the Perspective of

Targeted Anti-poverty Policy
HOU Jingjing

Abstract ; No schooling is the most common form of education deprivation facing Chinese children with
disabilities(CWD ) who are at the highest risk of living in poverty. Eliminating this phenomenon is a
key link in effectively addressing the education deprivation of CWD in terms of quality and quantity as
well as the starting point of reducing educational poverty for this subgroup. Based on CDPFs survey on
Chinese children with disabilities, binary logistic regression analyses compared respectively with CWD
being schooled and with CWD stopping schooling after graduation from primary schools or junior middle
schools reveal for the first time that the factors leading to the increase in the CWD’s risk of no schooling
include; younger age; weaker self-caring ability ; illiterate guardians and being in non-relative’s custo-
dy; lack of participation in community cultural life ; disadvantageous family economic status; taking no
medical insurance; and remaining in the need of institutional rehabilitation service. Comprehensive
consideration of these factors is conducive to predicting and eradicating CWD’s no schooling. In order
to guarantee educational equality at the starting point and fulfilling the due targeted anti-poverty func-
tion played by education, it is advisable to refer to effective zero-rejection practice in other countries
and institutionally support the vulnerable group of CWD facing high risk of no schooling.
Keywords ; children with disabilities; no schooling; educational equality; support for the vulnerable group
About the author: HOU Jingjing, PhD in Education, is Professor and PhD Supervisor at School of
Education, Nanjing Normal University ( Nanjing 210097) .
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