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@P. Freire , Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York : Continuum,1970/1993 ,p. 72.

®)J. Dewey, “ Democracy and education” ,in J. A. Boydston (ed. ), John Dewey: The Middle Works,1899—1924 ,Vol. 9, Carbon-
dale ; Southern Illinois University Press,1916/1980,p. 343.
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AP BRI FR N BE I Z 17 (knowing how ) B P £ HE” (intelligent skill) o “ H7AE” & A K E A i
WA BB RE ST, B AW B2 5, 17 EL2 R A0 B ) o SCRNAN 2 o AR« e i B
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@]J. Dewey, “ Democracy and education” , p. 350.

@]J. Dewey, “ Democracy and education” ,p.351.

@J. Dewey, “Knowledge” ,in J. A. Boydston (ed. ), John Dewey:The Middle Works ,1899—1924 ,Vol. 7 , Carbondale ; Southern Tlli-
nois University Press,1912—13/1979 , pp. 265—269.

@]. Dewey, “Knowledge” , p. 265.

®)J. Dewey, “Knowledge” , p. 265.

©]J. Dewey, “Knowledge” , p. 266.
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SR IBIRLAR A, TG IR BRI, [ A 3075 20 0 1 B R T Al 205 TPl A7
SR TAE 22 B NS o SO 57, — U I 0 3 A R T
EIRMNE AR, B AR E MR E R BRI 200 0 A1 28 th L R 1 HE P
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@J. Dewey, “Knowledge” , p. 266.
@]J. Dewey, “Knowledge” , pp. 266—269.
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J& , LEE T BRAR SN SR B AL, IR Z B A IE sz b o eI 3 R B 5 B[R, JL2E
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LML R S HRAR ARG S 1E),
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AL VAN o P BETE 5 RE ) Al S RE S 0% A B AR ) 1) R R, BB AR A ] e 2 B ) TR R
5 BB SRR R BT R T g R O 2 IR B A A VR e
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> BUSESERR” Gs AR L R GE PR R A MR A A AR5 PR L s AR, O
RURg P S ek B ILE R AR AR SRR B, L ZE I RE A9 07 227 ), AR 2 B
Bl RO 2 A5 EIRME RN o FLAE 100 ZAFRRTRLRS h, JH AR 4 0 032 BB 25 1 R
VR s B ) ) LZE D2, 1 LB e 2 > 5 S o3 AR e o, 30K o AT A A fB1 ., Jox S8 S U0
JLEAMURTCE X, BARE T LRAFEN . 55—J7 0, AL AN T s IRk JR Al R R X
ASC iy L2 4R B O W o A L 1k A5 Tk L2 B SRR ORI, T A A S L A A = 2l 2 6 DA R
MR R T R B RAR” L2 [RIREAS R FR AR R 27 02— 114 £ 2 L A R 23 R
R LE R EAR 2, LU R 90E ™ e i, ik LB AE S 3h Se i A A v B N A o B0 A
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i), JLEIAIR S BEAREAT IR E . 250 B E BRI, i 3 T80 A RS e 4,
SR X B R R B S R, S NS IR A LR o Pt 2SR BN S T R RS BAR AT, e A
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@J. Dewey, “Knowledge” , p. 268.
@]J. Dewey, “Knowledge” , p. 268.
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AR IR B AR N s i E R BN R A A LR BT R 2 AR A HU2 5 B A
FRO> B A REOG " EOULPE SN 5 A0 i U D AR B B DGR B AL . [ 4
FXHFAUEH— R AEUZ RIS PGS 518 S, X J2& 18—19 20 3 S psk i . K2 )L
NG HFT AR A B ZEAR SR L — V1A R AR AR T L2 IS A 2256, 18 LB A T2 3h B A
PR ) R P A5 BT 2 BRI, S B LB A iR 2 560 5 2 BRI A LR & B DR IR R S
FhEE Ui - BEA BAFHE REBAUE AN NEL, BT brIRTT . A AR mEes A d AR
REACEY A0 Sk sl RE v B S 2R ™ O AR B AN PR OO 19 18 T3 o LB X IR L HR2%,
O RSB BN R B IR L ViR R AR L 0 R AR A AL EOANR S HE
PUNZYDE LN d o

HIULZ , JLEE TR “ RpBR P AR ARSI ™ ) e P A B, R T e e PR R AP . L B2
B AR EORRE LA 2L IR GV AR 5, RN 2 DL g™ A Fvh 22 Sy ke, 3 2
B IG5 LR BARA R - ol A BRI TGE ) R R 5 Bl

=, EmEREILEINRR

ILENPURILERE T ANGLE, 725 AR AL i B b R 2ty A © A i 5 PR g e
JUZE A B HR 22 0w SR S L I b A A A B L, B T S A T kR K

HA ESOLEAPUE IR B (Jean Piaget) XS 18 -

— I AR R T H A B, WA 2R Tk B i O AR f1
F) AL A O ENTE B R INPUR BT % A 18] A A B T, 33 b 1 & A= 78 J2 4R
FR I g, PR [ R AL 5 A S A (R T R R R A S8 A A Ak, T
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Shifts in Children’s Epistemology

ZHANG Hua

Abstract ; Children’s epistemology has a long past but a short history. It is a philosophical inquiry into
the characteristics, genetic mechanism, and developmental process of children’s knowing. Chinese ed-
ucation and society have long been holding an “intermediatism” view on children’s epistemology,
which advocates that the “particularity” of children’s knowing is that their major task is to master indi-
rect experience or “ready-made knowledge” , and this kind of knowledge is the “accurate reflection”
of the objective reality. On this view, children’s direct experience has no intrinsic values, which is
just the means to master indirect experience. This view embodies the ingrained philosophy of dualism,
and is fed by childism, objectivism, instrumentalism, total narrative, and authoritarianism. In fact,
human knowing is based on direct experience, achieved by means of indirect experiences, and gained
for the sake of developing direct experience. Direct experience is the end; indirect experience is the
means. Direct experience is mainly formed by “skills” and “acquaintance” , and indirect experience
is mainly formed by “information” and “science”. The developmental process of children’s knowing is
from direct experience to indirect experience. This is what we mean by children’s epistemology of “im-
mediatism”. The process of children’s knowing is children’s active construction of the understanding of
the world. Going towards children’s epistemology of “constructivism” means the establishment of the
views of experimental knowledge, understanding-based knowledge, and personal knowledge. In the
coming era of information, the study on children’s epistemology is expected to reveal the new features
and mechanism of children’s individual knowing, children’s culture, and the intersubjective knowing
between children and adults, in order to turn “the century of children” into “the century of children’s
epistemology” .

Keywords : children’s epistemology ; indirect experience; direct experience; experimental knowledge ;
understanding-based knowledge ; personal knowledge
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