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The Relationship between Self and Morality

LI Jianhua

Abstract ; The relationship between self and morality is the basic issue concerning morality. Though
ambiguous, self is essentially a social concept. Under this premise, the construct of self can be divid-
ed into three levels: psychological self, moral self, and ethical self. The formation of moral self is ac-
tually the development of moral personality from a vertical or historical perspective. In terms of the
components, the formation of moral self depends on free will and moral ability. Moreover, the notion

3

of self cannot be understood as a “superior” existence, for at least there is a moral boundary defined
by the following principles: one can pursue his freedom but should not escape his responsibilities; can
value his personal honor but should not be selfish; and can keep his self-esteem but should not be ego-
istically self-centered. The moral self is not closed; there is a possibility and channel for it to develop
into ethics, because the relatedness, situatedness and reflexivity of self is sure to turn the moral self
into the bearer of the system of common social ethics according to the specific roles played by individu-
als in different situations. In this sense, the moral “should” becomes the ethical “can”.
Keywords : self; psychological self; moral self; ethical self
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