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A Study on the Development of China’s National Capacity
in the Past 70 Years
XIN Xiangyang

Abstract: Over the past 70 years, China has made huge progress in its development of national capacity. After
the year 1949, China gradually established the socialist system and completed the most profound social reform
in history, laying the basic political and institutional bases for any further development and a solid foundation
for its governance. After entering the new period of reform and opening up, China managed to achieve a
mature understanding of its social and political system, hence the socialism with Chinese characteristics. This
achievement has greatly consolidated the institutional basis for China’s governance. Through continuously
deepening reform and expanding opening-up, China has witnessed an enhancement in the vitality of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and the state as a whole, of the market, and of the whole society. Since its
18th National Congress, the CPC has scientifically answered such a fundamental question as to “how to govern
China and how to govern a socialist society” and formulated the objective of the modernization of China’s
system and capacity for governance, thus advancing the development of national capacity into a new stage.
Key words: China’s 70 years since 1949; national capacity development; stability; vigor
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