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A Review of and Reflection on the Reforms in China’s Pre-school
Education Management since 1949
WANG Haiying

Abstract: Over the past 70 years since 1949, China’s pre-school education has developed in twists
and turns, and the management of pre-school education has also undergone multiple changes. In terms of
the management philosophy, preschool education management has shifted from implementing a passive
prevention and control to actively embracing changes and serving education. In terms of the management
system, there has been a historical evolution from the power centered-ness to the sharing of responsibility.
In terms of the management content, there has been an overall change from a lack of planning and closed
management to rule-based regulation and pursuit of high quality. In terms of the management mode, there
has been a shift from centralized management to a mode characterized by multiple centers. A review of and
reflection on the development of the preschool education management since 1949 reveal that the management
of preschool education in China has made the following achievements: gradually implementing the “child-
centered” educational concept; continuously strengthening the system and mechanism of “government
playing a leading role” ; relentlessly optimizing the management objectives of “rule-based development” ;
and establishing and improving the management mode of “hierarchical governance” .

Key words: China’s 70 years since 1949; pre-school education management; system and mechanism
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