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Contemporary Chinese Moral Psychology: Problems and Paradigms
MA Xiang-zhen

Abstract: Ethics involves issues of “being” and “oughtness” , while psychology only concerns being issues.
As an interdisciplinary integration between ethics and psychology, moral psychology should be the intersection
between the ethical being issues and psychology, which means a psychological study on moral phenomena. The
development of Chinese moral psychology has shown two different approaches since its inception: one is the
metaphysical approach to ethics; the other is a practical approach to psychology. Due to the unique orientation
entertained by moral psychologys, its future lies in a balanced meeting between these two approaches, i.e. a new
interface between them. This is actually the new growth point of moral psychology.

Key words: moral psychology; discipline; paradigm; approach
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