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From Pan-Turkism to Neo-Ottomanism: Turkish Foreign Policy

Adjustment after the Cold War
SONG Bin

Abstract: After the cold war, Turkey changed its policy from following the United States in diplomacy in a
one-sided manner during the cold war period to pursuing Pan-Turkism when conducting its foreign affairs. After
9/11, the Justice and Development Party ( AKP ) has accordingly adjusted Turkey s diplomatic policy after it
became the ruling party, and the so-called Neo-Ottomanism has been implemented to guide its foreign policy.
After the Arab Spring, Turkey’s foreign policy has become more independent, taken a tougher stance, and
achieved the upgrading of its “zero problems” diplomatic policy. The adjustment to foreign policy Turkey has
made is to meet the constant changes in the international environment under the condition of the growth in its
national strength. The Pan-Turkism and Neo-Ottomanism are both adopted to serve Turkey’s national interests
and in essence embody its aspiration for the position of a big nation and regional hegemony.
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