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System of and Interaction between Factors Influencing Development
of China’s Government Decision-Making Consultation Institutes:
Taking Think Tanks in Universities as an Example
SU Zhou

Abstract: The development and prosperity of China’s government decision-making consultation institutes
is related to the modernization process of the national governance system and governance capability. The
factors influencing the development of China’s government decision-making consultation institutes are diverse
and complex, and there is always an interactive relationship between them. Taking think tanks in colleges
and universities as an example, this paper establishes a system of factors from the four external dimensions
of politics, economy, sociality and technology and the three internal dimensions of operation mode, fund
sources, and research subjects. The grey Decision-making Trial and Evaluation Laboratory ( DEMATEL )
method is used to explore the interaction between the factors and identify the primary factors, causal factors
and outcome factors in the development of the think tanks in colleges and universities. On this basis, the
corresponding suggestions are put forward for the sound development of these institutes.

Key words: decision-making consultation institutes; think tanks in colleges and universities; grey-
DEMATEL method
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