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Hermeneutics and Education: Explanatory Function

of Education Theory
XUE Xiao-yang

Abstract: Hermeneutics enables education theory to obtain a new nature and mission. As a philosophical
method, hermeneutics declares the possibility of education to be human truth. The nature of education is not
the reflection of natural quality, but the endowment of human will and free imagination. Under the frame of
hermeneutics, education obtains a subjective nature. Theory of education is people’s understanding of the
world rather than a simple reflection of the world. Theory of education provides explanation for education, and
meanwhile the explanation of education creates theory of education. People keep constructing education rather
than being constructed by education. Theory of education is not only the result of people’s imagination but the
beginning of creating education as well. How people imagine education leads to how education shows itself.
How people explain education leads to how education identifies itself. In the process of explaining education,
theory of education makes us see a plenty of rich, diversified and constructive education.

Key words: hermeneutics; education theory; interpretation function
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