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Life Experience and Reconstruction of the Space for Contemporary
Literary Criticism
ZHANG Ji

Abstract: It is an indisputable fact that literary criticism cannot make its voice heard and its function felt in
contemporary society. Whether it is done by scholars from the institutes of higher learning or by professionals
from the literary industry or by the critics from the mass media, contemporary literary criticism to a large extent
shows a lack of rationality, thus failing to be an indispensible part of the contemporary literary scene. Only by
integrating life experience with subject consciousness and through the close-reading of literacy texts and putting
the text into correct historical context when making interpretations can a fresh recognition of literary criticism,
which is more in line with textual essence and closer to writers” spiritual world, be achieved and new birth of
literary criticism be effectively promoted. For literary critics, what has been mentioned above is not only a real
mission but more importantly a great challenge.

Key words: literary criticism; life experience; subject consciousness; close reading; perspective of literary

history
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