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Two Folk Song Anthologies in Early Qing Dynasty and Evolution of
Folk Songs in Ming and Qing Dynasties
DENG Xiao-dong

Abstract: Wan hua xiao qu Ji4£/MH and Si xian xiao qu #25%/)N are the earliest folk song anthologies
in the Qing Dynasty. Among the folk songs, some were inherited and developed from the folk songs of the
Ming Dynasty, and others were created in the Qing Dynasty. The earliest records of Xi diao P§# and Bian
guan diao 1K can be traced back to the early Qing Dynasty: the former originated in the region covering
Shanxi Province and Shaanxi Province in the late Ming Dynasty; and with a sad tone, it was suitable for a
tragic situation. Xi diao became very popular in the central, southern and eastern areas of China in the early
and mid-Qing Dynasty. Bian guan diao maybe originated in the north-eastern part of China in the late Ming
Dynasty. Its tune was originally used to express the theme of sadness and sorrow, but later it evolved into
different styles fit respectively for comic, solemn as well as tragic themes in the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Wan hua xiao qu; Si xian xiao qu; Xi diao; Bian guan diao; evolution
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