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From French Nietzscheism to Cultural Extension of Postmodern

Theory of Differences
WEI Ning-hai

Abstract: Nietzscheism in France has nourished the theoretical exploration of “irreducible elements” or
“different factors”, leading to a spectacular “family of theories of differences” in France and even in Italy.
Although these theories do not form a school, tradition or system, they instead show the characteristics of
decentralization and discreteness. However, in their kaleidoscopic evolution there is a theoretical core—
Nietzscheism, in particular his unique style of interpretation. Postmodern philosophy in France, mainly
including Foucault’ s theory of micro power knowledge, Derrida’ s structuralism, Jean Baudrillard’ s
postmodern theory of culture and Lyotard’ s theory of differences embodied in his book Le Différend,
is in essence concerned with theories of differences. Based on the logic of the criticism of the discourse of
modernity, the theories advocated by these thinkers show that the French theories of differences are heavily
influenced by Nietzscheism, which have enormous significance for the criticism of contemporary capitalist
discourse and political practice.

Key words: Nietzscheism; theory of differences; cultural extension
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