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From Criticism to Construction: Marx’s Critique of Equality
ZHU Rong-xian, LU Chun-lei

Abstract: “Equality” and its realization have long been the topic inquired by numerous thinkers. Marx
systematically elaborated on the notion of “equality” from the perspective of historical materialism through
criticizing the capitalist private ownership system. He accepted the existence of “innate equality” defined by
human nature or some social institutions. But when faced with the actual inequality created by the hired-labor
system of capitalism, he criticized this system and its inequality through choosing to respect the labor and
liberate the laborers. On this basis, Marx put forward that only by rebuilding the individual ownership system
and realizing the free and comprehensive development of individuals can the real equality among human beings
be achieved.

Key words: innate equality; labor; individual ownership; overall and free development
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