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To-and-fro Education: Temporary Education Migration and

Acquisition of Education Opportunity
JI Chun-mei

Abstract: It is essential to the studies on and practice of education equality to investigate and reflect on the
issue of the so-called “to-and-fro education” from the perspective of the acquisition of education opportunity
and the factors involved therein. Through analyzing the data concerning temporary education migration, we
term it “to-and-fro education” the fact that the students from big cities temporarily transfer to schools in small
cities or towns to improve their test scores. The causes for the to-and-fro education are mainly as follows:
parents in the cities have greater access to resources so that they can afford to make such choices; urban parents
try to improve their children’s social mobility through education; the boundary between quality education and
test-oriented education are not clearly defined.

Key words: acquisition of education opportunity ; temporary education migration; to-and-fro education
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