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The Origin of Rule of Law and the Operation of

a Modern Law-based Country
LI Xiao-kun, WANG Sheng-qiang

Abstract: The rule of law means that a state is governed according to the law. However, it is not necessarily
true that any law can guarantee freedom. As a matter of fact, the freedom can be only protected and promoted
by the law embodying the spirit of rule of law, which is actually based on some general and abstract principles.
A country built upon such kind of principles can be regarded as a law-based country, where the constitution
has the supreme authority, powers are divided and checked, the basic human rights are well protected, any
exercise of power is in strict accordance with the law, and the legitimacy of state power derives from the
fairness guaranteed by the reasonable legislative and judicial procedures.

Key words: law; rule of law; a law-based country; law-based governance of a country
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