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Commercial Publication in Nanjing During the Period of Tianqi’s Reign:
A Case Study of Compilation and Publication of Cifu Lingshe

CHEN Guang-hong
Abstract: Taking as a case the compilation and publication of Cifi Lingshe 18] Jif 22 It¢ (a book series on the

creation and criticism of poems ) and its second series, this article is intended to describe the status of commercial
publication in Nanjing during the period of Tianqi’s reign in the Ming Dynasty through focusing on a group
of publishers and their activities: in particular, the way they compiled and edited the books for publication.
It is hoped that the new fashion embodied by the form of books in that period can be substantially revealed in
this paper, which can show some new features of the production and circulation of books concerning poetic
criticism at that time. It is also hoped that such analysis of the cultural history of the books of this type can shed
some new light on the changes in the relationship between the literati and businessmen and on the interaction
between the literature and commerce in the late Ming Dynasty.

Key words: Cifu Lingshe; works on poetic criticism; late Ming Dynasty ; commercial publication
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