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Revisiting the Conceptual Basis and Practical Path of

“Heading the Implementation of Regional Rule of Law”
LIN Hai

Abstract: In terms of the overall objective of constructing rule of law in contemporary China, the issue
of “heading the implementation of regional rule of law” lies in how to coordinate the central government
and the local governments in the process of building rule of law. Its significance should not be ignored for
the modernization of China’s governance system and capacity. The concept of “regional rule of law” has
gained renewed attention and further development; it is the latest result of theoretical exploration in achieving
the strategic target of “rule of law in China” . However, the concept of “heading the implementation of
regional rule of law” has to be based on certain theoretical and realistic historical conditions and its actual
implementation follow an appropriate path. Otherwise, the worries expressed by some theorists may turn into
real troubles. With the comprehensive advancement of reform and opening up and the further development of
China’s economy and society , the experience and lessons we can draw through the practice of rule of law in the

pilot test areas will surely be spread all over the country through cross-regional cooperation and consequently

produce positive effect on the development of rule of law in China.

Key words: regional rule of law; regional development; heading the implementation of regional rule of law
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