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Types of Environmental Interests and Legal Protection Mechanism in
Ecological Civilization Construction: From the Perspective of

Pound’s Theory of Interests
SONG Yu-wen

Abstract: According to Pound’s theory of interests, civilization is the maximum control of human
beings’ external material world and their internal nature. In the contemporary society, the maintenance
of human civilization depends heavily on the law, which promotes the development of civilization main-
ly through recognition, selection and protection of the interests. As a new form of civilization, ecologi-
cal civilization is characterized by its identification and protection of various environmental interests in
human society. The environmental interests of the ecological civilization can be divided into individu-
al, public and social benefits. Environmental law should protect the environment by way of various

types of rights, obligations and power, and thus promote the establishment of ecological civilization.
Key words: ecological civilization; environmental governance in accordance with the law; environ-

mental interests; theory of interests
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