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Issue of the Subject in the Context of Historical

Materialism and Its Contemporary Significance
LI Xiao-le

Abstract; The subject is one of the core issues in historical materialism, according to which the sub-
ject is a concrete person in the net of socio-historical connections who will actively and purposely carry
out his objective activities. The subject of historical materialism, as an emancipated person in practice
and society, is the dialectical unity of practice and value and of the individual and the group. Achie-
ving a profound transformation of the philosophy of the subject, such a notion of the subject possesses
not only tremendous theoretical value but also enormous practical significance for building socialism
with Chinese characteristics. According to the theory of the subject of historical materialism, the si-
nonization of Marxism can be understood as the awakening of the sense of subjectivity among Chinese
people; “Chinese characteristics” speaks vividly of the socialist practice; and the masses are the sub-
ject in the sense of historical materialism in China’s socialist modernization drive.

Key words: historical materialism; subject; practice; the masses
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