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“Urbanization of Human Beings” in the Advance of Urbanization
SONG Zhe

Abstract: Theoretically, the ideal mode of modernization should be the simultaneous urbanization of
both human beings and non-human things, because the ultimate source and objective for modernization
should be the modernization of human beings. On this view, the urbanization of human beings is the
product of urban modernization. However, the present urbanization model, which is based on the ex-
isting binary urban-rural system and centers on “things” , is against the idea of “the urbanization of
human beings”. Therefore, it is urgent to re-examine our current idea of urban development, resolve
the institutional barrier imposed by the binary urban-rural structure and develop a notion of human-
based urban development. It should be the legitimate goal of the urbanization of human beings to focus
urban development on human development.

Key words: urbanization; binary urban-rural system; urbanization of human beings; human-based
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