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“Autonomy” or “Heteronomy” ?. An Analysis of
“Chinese Style” of the Public University Board of Trustees
System in the Republic of China
REN Xiao-yan

Abstract ; The public university board of trustees system of the Republic of China emerged in the peri-
od of Beiyang Government. It followed the American university board of trustees system characterized
by the core concept of “university autonomy” , but showed a distinctive “Chinese style” in such as-
pects as the purposes of the organization, the selection of council candidates, function changes, and
decision-making procedures. The “Chinese style” is actually the result of the combined effect exerted
by such external factors as political, institutional , and cultural environments, which inevitably made it
difficult for then Chinese public university board of trustees system to be as autonomous as its Ameri-
can counterparts in the operation and decision-making process. However, it can still be regarded as a
tough practice to pursue diversity and democracy in university governance.

Key words: university autonomy; public university of the Republic of China; board of trustees sys-

tem; Chinese style
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