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A Re-thinking of Regional Economic Integration: Policy and Method

of Promoting an Integrated Development in Yangtze River Delta
LIU Zhi-biao

Abstract; As an important part of Xi Jinping’s thoughts of economic development, the regional eco-
nomic integration plays a crucial role in the new national strategy and the construction of governance
capacity. The regional economic integration has double meanings: large-scale opening-up domestically
and further opening-up internationally. Of a series of factors that influence and distort the economic
development, only government’s administrative power and barriers could truly play a systemic role.
Therefore, restricting the local government’s access to market competition in terms of function, scope,
boundary and degree and getting rid of administrative barriers are the main approaches to realizing re-
gional opening-up and promoting regional economic integration. To realize the Yangtze River Delta
region’s leadership and an integrated development and to give full play to Shanghai’s driving effect in
the cooperation and communication in the Yangtze River Delta area, we should start with concrete pro-
ject cooperation and avoid abstract argument in the extensive field. Also, we should make enterprises
the principal players in advancing the regional economic integration; choose a suitable form of industri-
al organization for this integration; make the industrial cluster upgrading the important carrier for the
integration; turn our attention from the industrial policy to the competition policy; encourage merger
and acquisition of regional enterprises; and let Shanghai Free Trade Area play its due part in the re-
gional economic integration.

Key words: regional economic integration; market unification; economic development; Yangtze River

Delta
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