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Plot Structure and Thought Expression of Nan-ke Ji
WANG Jian-jun, XU Jian-zhong

Abstract: Nan-ke ji BFic. (Opera of Nan-ke) , an outstanding artistic creation by Tang Xianzu 7 i
tH, recomposes the novel Nan-ke Tai-shou Zhuan FGH K57{% ( Biography of Prefect Nan-ke) with a
bizarre plot into a Buddhist opera with the theme of duo-tuo EJi (liberation by Buddhism). In the
opera, Zenist master Qixuan takes the initiative to lead, and the protagonist Chun Yufen is passively
guided by his teaching. Thus on the whole, it displays a structure of duo-tuo opera: how sentient hu-
man beings, after rising above and freeing themselves from their earthly emotions and cares, can final-
ly become Buddha is the thread running through a variety of dramatic conflicts, reflecting the creative
idea of “dream to wake up, love to approach the Buddha”. In the art world of Huai-an % King-
dom, the general picture of truth alternating with illusion is enriched by vivid specific details of real
life situation; and the fantastic artistic creation is full of the author’s real life experience, feelings and
pursuits. The plot structure is characterized by the insertion of sideline threads of plot which are in-
tended to change the direction of the development of the mainline plot. In addition, its plot setting is
distinctively flexible, and transitions between different scenes are dramatically abrupt as well as
smooth , presenting a fantastic effect. Compared with Han-dan Ji 8¥FiC ( The Opera of Han-dan) ,
however, Nan-ke Ji has its strength in narration and weakness in cathartic expression, and is somewhat
lacking in balance and logic in its plot structure.

Key words: Nan-ke Ji; duo-tuo; truth alternating with illusion; real feelings; dramatic mutation
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