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Logic in Wang Yangming’s Theory of Zhi-liang-zhi and
Methodological Flaws in Previous Studies on This Theory .
An Analysis Focusing on Wang’s Si-ju-jiao
ZHANG Lian-liang, CHEN Qi

Abstract; Shortly after it was advanced by Wang Yangming in his later years, si-ju-jiao PU/ajZ (four-
sentence teaching) received various interpretations and thus generated a lot of controversies. The con-
temporary neo-Confucianism scholar Liu Shuxian took liang-xing-zhi-Ii P17 223 (theory of experien-
tial and transcendental levels ) as the theoretical presupposition to interpret and evaluate the previous
disputes and on this basis he regarded si-ju-jiao as the concluding phase or the pinnacle of Wang
Yangming’s thoughts. However, such an understanding misses the point that the ultimate purpose of
Yangming’s thoughts is the methodological principle of zhi-liang-zhi 3{ £ %1 ( conscience making) ,
which should be the theoretical basis for understanding this issue. Only after theoretical basis is sound-
ly established can we resolve the disputes over the interpretations of si-ju-jiao and give a justified as-
sessment to Liu’s understanding of Wang Yangming’s thoughts, which will be of great significance for
grasping the essence of Chinese philosophy and answering such philosophical questions as; How can it
be possible to form metaphysical concepts on a sound knowledge basis?

Key words: Wang Yangming; si-ju-jiao; logical position; three unified in one; zhi-liang-zhi
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