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Yangzhou Salt Merchants and the Change of Yangzhou Urban

Landscape during the Southern Inspection Tours of Kangxi and Qianlong
HE Feng

Abstract; This study focuses on the role played by Yangzhou salt merchants in the formation of
Yangzhou’s urban landscape during the Southern Inspection Tours of Emperor Kangxi and Emperor
Qianlong. First, those merchants provided enormous material support for the imperial inspection tours.
Second, they constructed a series of landscape and buildings besides palaces for the emperors to enjoy
their tours in Yangzhou. Third, during the southern tours of Emperor Qianlong, the landscape and cul-
tural construction in Yangzhou reached its peak, thus changing the city’s outlook fundamentally. Be-
cause of their contributions to the success of the emperors’ southern inspection tours, the merchants en-
hanced their economic, political and social status, and thus had a great impact on landscape and cul-
ture of Yangzhou City in the mid-Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Yangzhou salt merchants; Southern Tours of Kangxi and Qianlong; Yangzhou; landscape
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