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Abstract: As an applied discipline, sociology has to undergo the following three stages in its develop-

ment ; accumulation of historical materials; establishment of its own categories and notions; and theory

construction. These three stages are closely connected with each other: the preceding one being the

basis of the following one and the following one in return being the natural development of the preced-

ing one. In general, the contemporary Chinese sociology is still in the first stage and its mission is to

conscientiously collect and sort out crucial materials, follow the necessary academic norms, and try to

establish adequate basic categories for Chinese sociology.

Key words: sociological theory; social phenomena; social change; social action; contemporary mis-

sion

048



