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Indigenization or Initiative?. “The Literary Mechanism of

the Republic of China” and Chinese Modern Literary Research
LI Yi, LI Zhi-fei

Abstract; In the process of reflecting on the theory of globalization recently, the realization of the ex-
istence of indigenization has brought us an opportunity to re-understand our modern literature. The
weakness of the theoretic pattern of indigenization makes the theory of indigenization inadequate for the
query about what is the nature of Chinese new literature. Putting forward the notion of “the Literary
Mechanism of the Republic of China” will well make up for the defects of the “indigenization" theory.
In highlighting the related historical situation and emphasizing the researchers’ initiative, the notion of
the Mechanism of the Republic of China can open a window for the construction of China’s own way of
thinking in literary research.

Key words: indigenization; initiative ; mechanism of the Republic of China; Modern literary research
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