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Indigenization of the Writing of Cities:

Focusing on Chinese Literature Since the 1980s
ZHANG Hui-yuan

Abstract; The issue of literary indigenization constitutes a project of far-reaching significance. In the
previous studies, literary indigenization was overshadowed by literary modernization. The exploration
of the indigenization in the writing of cities since the 1980s is a very instructive attempt at the issue.
To cultivate an indigenous imagination of the cities with the help of such elements as geographical fea-
tures and traditional poetic culture can lead to a way out of the difficulties faced by the researches of

urban literature under the guidance of modernity. In so doing, we can explore the richness and variety

of Chinese urban life and broaden the studies on the contemporary Chinese urban literature.

Key words: 1980s; city; urban literature ; indigenization
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