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Europeanization of Chinese Language and Self-construction of

Modern Chinese Poetry
ZHANG Tao-zhou

Abstract; As an easily noticeable fact in the development of modern Chinese language, Europeaniza-
tion caused some difficulties for modern Chinese poetry. In the self-construction of modern Chinese po-
etry, the key point in the complex relationship between Europeanization and its opposite trend of indi-
genization lies in their holding an appropriate position in the self-construction of modern Chinese poet-
ry. As a matter of fact, rather than sticking to such questions as whether there was Europeanization in
the writing of new poems and Europeanization in poetry is justifiable or not, we can examine how Euro-
peanization, as a historical fact, re-shaped the writing of Chinese poetry and what qualities of Chinese
poetry has been changed. The effect of Europeanization has been manifested in the works of many rep-
resentative modern poets.

Key words: Europeanization of Chinese language ; modern Chinese poetry; self-construction; modern

consciousness; cultural identity
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