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What Democracy, Whose Education? . Boyd Henry Bode’s Three

Criticisms on John Dewey

TU Shiwan

Abstract; Boyd Henry Bode was a famous theorist in the movement of progressive education. Howev-
er, he criticized John Dewey, the spiritual leader of progressive education on the three notions Dewey
proposed in his late years: i. e. “education as growth”, “education has no aims”, and “the concept
of democracy in education”. Bode’s main idea is that the construction and development of democracy
is not clearly set up for the end of education by Dewey, and that Dewey placed considerable emphasis
on the quantitative side of democracy, and then failed to put anti-absolutism as the core of democracy.
Although criticized by Bode, Dewey still favored Bode’s philosophy of education, though disagreeing
with him on the latter criticism. The reason for the divergence between Bode and Dewey is that Bode’s
view on democracy is a concept of formal democracy based on negative freedom, while Dewey’s view
on democracy is a concept of substantive democracy based on positive freedom. The former regards
“whose education” as the prerequisite for the development of education, while the latter believes in
the progressive prospect of mutual improvement between democracy and education.
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