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From “Unitary Administration” to “Multi-Party Collaboration” .
The Evolution, Dilemma and Strategy of Environmental

Education Management in China

SUN Yanfei, TANG Xiaolan

Abstract : The relationship between the multiple parties participating in the management of environ-
mental education and the form of their participation are key to the management of the environmental
education in practice. Through reviewing the development process of China’s environmental education
management mechanism, we have found that the collaborative relationship between government agen-
cies, schools and non-governmental organizations is gradually moving from a unitary administration to a
multi-party cooperation, but the process of coordination still has such drawbacks as the government’s
absolute dominance and other parties’ limited rights to voice their opinions. In order to help govern-
ment agencies to promote the reform and development of environmental education so as to make
multiple participation and cooperation management gradually move from simple interaction to deeper
level cooperation, we should establish a collaborative management mechanism for environmental edu-
cation by focusing on the following four aspects; mechanism environment, subject relationship, collab-
oration process, and evaluation and supervision.

Keywords : collaborative governance ; environmental education; management mechanism

About the authors: SUN Yanfei is PhD Candidate at School of Landscape Architecture, Nanjing For-
estry University ( Nanjing 210037 ); TANG Xiaolan, PhD in Sociology, is Professor and PhD
Supervisor at School of Landscape Architecture, Nanjing Forestry University ( Nanjing 210037 ).

131



