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Between “Doubt” and “Belief” . Characteristics of

Montaigne’s Humanism

WU Aiwu

Abstract ; Under Montaigne’s statement of “doubt” | there are two types of “belief” ; one is his own
professed Christian faith, and the other is the humanistic thought revealed between the lines of his
essays. Hence the multiple tensions between “doubt” and “belief”. The root cause for such tensions
lies in the internal conflict between the survival needs of “Dasein” and the desire for true “existence”.
This conflict is manifested in the fact that whether it is his statement of “doubt” and declared “belief”
or his skeptical humanism, Montaigne’s humanist ideas are all only an instrumental survival strategy
and cannot resolve his ontological dilemma—the problem of “existence”. On this basis, through the
analysis of the characteristics of the other two forms of humanism as well as Montaigne’s, this paper
argues that a shift from “thinking-being-doubt” to “believing-being-thinking” in thinking mode can
provide a “transcendence” perspective for us to rise above the crisis in the ontology of humanism.
Keywords ; Montaigne ; humanism; doubt; belief; Dasein; existence
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