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Analyzing the Power of Ideological Discourse in the Age of
Cultural Industry: A Reflection on Frankfurt School’s

Critical Theory of Modern Culture
MEI Jinghui

Abstract; The Frankfurt School has made a profound description, reflection and ecriticism of the
development of modern culture and its relationship with ideology. In the context of informatization and
globalization, though the developments of mass culture and cultural industry keep pace with the times
in form, it has double influence on modern people’s life. The mode of production and transmission of
mass culture and cultural industry has profoundly changed modern people’s lifestyle and their recogni-
tion of cultural and artistic values. Through analyzing the essential relation between the cultural
industry and the power of ideological discourse, we can interpret the Frankfurt School’s comprehensive
criticism of instrumental rationality and capitalist social ideology from a cultural dimension. In addition,
we can analyze in depth the ideological dimension which combines cultural industry and the governance
logic of modern social ideology.

Keywords: cultural industry; ideological criticism; discourse power; reification effect;
governance logic
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