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Utilitarianism and Its Transactional Ethics

LI Xinlong

Abstract ; Utilitarian theory or Utilitarianism is an ethical theory with long-lasting and extensive social
influence. Categorizing and summarizing the core thoughts of classical utilitarianism, sorting out the
main schools of modern utilitarianism and its ethical propositions, and analyzing the conceptual
development of utilitarianism in the course of theoretical questioning and refutation are the basis for a
comprehensive grasp of the ethical thoughts of utilitarianism. Based on the core idea of utilitarianism,
this paper attempts to give a concise summary of the main characteristics of utilitarianism’s transactional
ethics, which is not only an important aspect in deepening the study of transactional ethics, but also
the precondition of correctly evaluating the morality of transactional behavior in the new era.
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