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Emotional Governance in Education: Why is It Possible?

And How is It Feasible?
LIU Shiqging

Abstract ; Education is the top priority of people’s livelihood, closely related to public feelings and
opinions. Nowadays, there is a tendency to overemphasizing rationality and instrumentalism in the
process of promoting educational governance. Therefore, it is urgent to return to the emotional founda-
tion and dimension of educational governance. Emotional governance refers to the regulation and con-
struction of the emotional relationship between all the parties participating into the governance. It helps
to realize the emotional understanding, identification and harmony among educational subjects based
on the intervention and coordination of the emotional relationships. The two main operation logics of
emotional governance in education are regulating emotion with informal norms and influencing emotion
through emotional appeals. There are multiple approaches to promoting and optimizing reforms of the
emotional governance in education, including shaping emotions by establishing public values, conveying
emotions by strengthening interactive responses, materializing emotions by creating situational signs,
stimulating emotions by emphasizing emotional care, and fostering emotions by mobilizing the critical mass.
Keywords : emotional governance in education; operation logic; regulating emotion with informal
norms ; influencing emotion by emotional appeals; multiple approaches
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