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An Interpretation of the Theory of “Five Educations” in Marxist

Pedagogy and Its Contemporary Significance
XTANG Xianming

Abstract : The theory of “five educations” is based on the Marxist theory of all-round development of
human beings. In the Marxist pedagogy, “five educations” refers to not only different respects and
results of human development but also different aspects of our educational work, including the funda-
mental dimensions of the educational activity. These different aspects and dimensions are organically
unified. However, due to the historical limitation, among others, moral education, intellectual educa-
tion and physical education are viewed as separated areas or entities; the essential characteristics of
education as a process of human beings’ developing themselves in their own practical activities are
ignored ; and the students fail to be regarded as the subjects of practice in the process of education,
hence the alienation of education. That is why there are a series of educational problems in contempo-
rary society, such as the weakening of moral education in schools and the heavy academic burden of
students. The only way for us to get out of the dilemma of education is to establish the subject status of
students in educational activities, and aim at the free and all-round development of human beings
under the guidance of the Marxist theory of “five educations”.
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