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Mutual Inclusion: Structural Properties of Teachers’ Action from the

Perspective of Process Equity

CUI Yu

Abstract ; Whether teachers can carry out the equity-oriented action in the process of school education
is seen as the key to promoting the equity in the process of education. On the basis of Giddens’s
structuration theory, teacher action is always diffused in the school structure and takes on “structural
properties”. Through the field research, it is found that the equity-oriented teacher action is embodied
in the following three links: teachers’ belief, realistic action and reflective practice. This paper is
intended to deconstruct and analyze the structure from the aspects of rules and resources, examines the
tension between teachers’ action and school structure, and probes into how teachers carry out actions
under the dialectical functions of both promotion and restriction performed by the structure. For
promoting teachers’ equity action and providing students with more equitable learning opportunities,
actions should be taken in the following three aspects: strengthening the guidance of education policy
at the macro level, giving play to the structural orientation of schools at the meso level, and enhancing
teachers’ professional development at the micro level, so as to provide students with more equitable
learning opportunities.
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