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Interest, Affect, and Spirit: Three Types of Logic in Individuals’

Foremost Need and Identification with Moral Education
XTANG Jiuyu

Abstract ; People’s internal needs have different types which are determined proportionally by their
expectations. Among them, in a specific life stage of each individual, the most important type is his or
her foremost need. The internal needs mainly cover the three dimensions of interest, affect and spirit.
On the whole, people’s interest needs include survival needs, enjoyment needs and developmental
needs; their emotional needs are mainly reflected in the needs of emotional expression, communica-
tion, belonging, and memory; their spiritual needs include ideological needs, value needs and belief
needs. For different individuals, the importance of these needs is different. The key to determining the
effectiveness of moral education is not that people’s needs are “almost” met, but whether their needs
are met according to their expected proportions, especially whether their foremost needs are met.
Moral educators only need to grasp the proportion of the expected needs of differentiated individuals,
especially to grasp their foremost needs to accurately implement the moral education policies so that
those who receive the moral education can form a sense of belonging and fulfillment in the process of
moral education, and then generate their maximum identification with the moral education.
Keywords : individuals’ foremost need; moral education; identification; subject-object relationship;
needs for a better life
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