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Capitalization of Cultural Industries: Its Impact

and the Countermeasures

ZHANG Peng, ZHOU Xun

Abstract : The concept of “cultural capital” proposed by Bourdieu has been widely spread and studied
in academic circles. It is also adopted as a theoretical basis for examining the capitalization of the cul-
tural industry and the formulation of related policies. However, the development mode formed by using
industrial capitalization as the development logic of the cultural industry may bring about many negative
effects such as the change of public beliefs, the damage of government credibility, and the general
alienation of human nature. Relying on the existing administrative resources, the supervisory govern-
mental department should establish an industry survey system to gather the information of the possible
negative effects and then implement effective supervision. This is a safeguard against the disorderly
expansion of capital in the cultural industry. At the same time, “localized” community-based cultural
services should be developed to increase the supply of quality culture to balance the possible overuse of
cultural stock.
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