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Reflection on Cyber Nationalism from the Perspective of

Media Change: Its Emergence and Evolution

Z0U Jun

Abstract; As a nationalist trend taking the Internet as a communication medium, the emergence and
evolution of cyber nationalism is not only related to the changes in current social thoughts, but also
closely related to the iterative upgrade of the Internet applications as a medium. Chinese cyber nation-
alism has begun to sprout since the commercialization of the Interne and quickly grown into a grassroots
movement in the Web2. 0 era and then become a general mentality shared by different social groups in
the era of mobile communication and social media. It is now a deeply personalized expression of identi-
ty. The actors mobilized by the cyber nationalism often “ gather together because of their shared
interest in some social events” , and through embodied communication practices, on the one hand,
form “unorganized groupings” with those who have similar identities. On the other hand, in the trans-
national space provided by the Internet, they enthusiastically seek and identify the “others” who are
thought to have a different identity and can form a powerful discourse power and promote the dissemi-
nation of their values and opinions. With the deep mediation and further networking of society, it is
necessary to re-examine the changes in and the future of cyber nationalism.

Keywords : cyber nationalism; media change; identity
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