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School-Family Partnership. Nature, Dilemma and Solutions
CHAI Jiang

Abstract ; School-family partnership is a collection of interpersonal relationships formed by families and
schools around the development of students. Its essence is a form of community in the field of educa-
tion. At present, this special type of community is developing into a real community with the goal of
mutual benefit and sharing. The essential attribute of school-family partnership conforms to the devel-
opment of community and should embody the characteristics of “decentralization” , “willing union”
and “joint action”. The root causes for the inconsistency between home-school cooperation and its
essential atiribute lie in the dogmatic understanding of educational function, the alienation of
educational evaluation and the separation of educational forces. In order to eliminate the concepts of
“center” and “affiliation” , the short-sighted thinking characterized by “instrumentalism” and “inter-
est-orientation” and the “atomized” state of education in schools and homes, we should try to break
the barriers formed by the ideological differentiation between home education and school education,
gradually establish the strategic goal of active cooperation between home and school, and strive to
explore the way of mutual help between home and school to promote the culture of reciprocity.
Keywords : school-family partnership; essential attribute; decentralization; joint action
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